
 

 

Theatre History 2 
Course # THEA 3100-01; Fall 2013 

M, W, F, 10am – 10:50am, Atkinson Hall 206 
~TENTATIVE COURSE SYLLABUS~ 

Instructor: Frani Geiger 
Phone: (203) 912-8784 

Email: Frani.geiger@gcsu.edu 
Office: Campus Black Box, Rm 116 

Office Hours: Monday 12pm-1:45pm 
  (or by appointment) 
Course Description: 
This course is a survey of theatre history from the 1800’s through the twentieth century, with an emphasis on 
how theatre has reflected the changing cultures of each era. Students will learn to participate in scholarly 
conversation about historically significant drama, and will be required to complete a final project displaying 
their mastery of a chosen topic relating to the course.  
 
Objectives: 
Students completing this course will have the ability to identify connections between concepts both within a 
specific historic period and between different historical periods. They will demonstrate the ability to use 
cultural, international, and historical perspectives in their analysis of dramatic literature. Students will also be 
able to identify historical concepts and practices that are evident in modern theatre. Lastly, students will 
demonstrate synthesis and integrative skills in formulating positions in their writing, speaking, and presentation 
skills. (Outcomes 5,7 and 9) 
 
Textbook/ Course Materials (in order of scheduled readings): 
History of the Theatre, 10th Edition by Oscar G Brockett and Franklin J Hildy 
 
Woyzeck by Georg Buchner 
 
Ubu Roi (or Ubu  the King, or King Ubu) by Alfred Jarry 
 
Six Characters in Search of an Author by Luigi Pirandello 
 
The Maids by Jean Genet  
 
Song of Death by Tawfiq Al-Hakim  
 
Students will also be responsible for the following “tools of the trade” everyday 
  Pencils and/or pens 
  A notebook/binder or computer/ tablet for taking notes 
   
Attendance Policy: 
If you are absent for more than 8 classes, you cannot pass this class. Absences include sickness, forgot and lost 
track of time, doctors’ appointments, and ‘just feel like skipping’. Any and all absences will be taken into 
account for your final grade. The bulk of the grade for this course will be based on attendance and effort.  
Successful completion of the assignments is required for a passing grade in this course.   
Attendance/ participation counts for 35% of your grade.  
 



 

 

 
Assignments: 
Readings- 
 In addition to readings from the Brocket text, you are expected to have read carefully, by the date listed 
on the syllabus, 5 plays from the period covered this semester. These selections are all available at the GCSU 
library (limited quantity), from some local bookstores, and from online retailers.  You are responsible for 
obtaining copies of these plays to bring to class for discussion. Feel free to find and use your own copies or 
editions of the plays. Please email me before the first reading is due if you will have difficulty finding copies of 
these scripts for the year. I can help! 
Response Papers- 
  For each 5 plays we will be reading this semester you are responsible for writing a 3-5 page response 
paper. This paper must include your initial thoughts and connections made to the related course readings in 
Brockett.  
Completion of assignments count for 25% of your grade 
 
Quizzes: 
There will be 10 small pop quizzes during the semester: short simple questions that relate to the work we have 
done and the assigned reading for the day. 
QUIZZES CAN NOT BE MADE UP IF MISSED. 
Quizzes count for 5% of your grade. 
 
Final Project: 
Final Project topic, bibliography, annotated bibliography, and 2 rough drafts- 
 During the semester, you are required to hand in portions of your final project as you begin to explore, 
research, and narrow in your topics. An explanation of what is expected for each stage can be found at the end 
of the syllabus. 
Completion of final project semester work counts for 15% of your grade 
 
FINAL PROJECT OPTIONS: 
Scholarly Paper- 
 This option will consist of a 8-12 page paper which focuses on a particular theatre artist (i.e. Harold 
Pinter, Alfred Jarry), group or movement (i.e. Moscow Art Theatre, Absurdism, Independent Theatre 
Movement)., or a topic of your own approved by the professor. The paper will be an examination of at least one 
significant work (that has not been read in class) or production that will contextualize the work in a framework 
which includes other significant social, economical, political, artistic and theoretical factors. You must site your 
sources (min 5 in print sources; 10 sources total min.) You must have your paper topic approved by the 
professor. 
Creative Project- 
 The creative project may be in any area of theatre (scenery, costumes, performance, etc) but must 
address the time and period covered this semester. This option will consist of a 4-7 page paper that records the 
research necessary to prepare and present the creative project.  You must site your sources (min. of 6).  You 
must have your creative topic approved by the professor.  
An explanation of what is expected for each project can be found at the end of this syllabus. 
Final Project Paper and/or Creative Project counts for 20% of your grade 
  
Grading: 
Attendance/ participation: 35% 
Completion of assignments: 25%  
Final Project: 20% 



 

 

Final Project semester work: 15% 
Quizzes: 5%  
 
  Grade Point Break Down: 
  Attendance/ participation: 350pts 
  Completion of Assignments: 250pts 
   (5 play responses, each response = 50pts) 
  Final Project: 200pts 
  Final Project Semester Work: 150pts 
   (each of the 5 required steps = 30pts) 
  Quizzes: 5% 
   (10 quizzes, each 5pts) 
 
 
NOTES: 
Religious Observance Policy 
Students are permitted to miss class in observance of religious holidays and other activities observed by a 
religious group of which the student is a member without academic penalty. Exercising of one’s rights under 
this policy is subject to the GC Honor Code. Students who miss class in observance of a religious holiday or 
event are required to make up the coursework missed as a result from the absence. The nature of the make-up 
assignments and the deadline for completion of such assignments are at the sole discretion of the instructor. 
Failure to follow the prescribed procedures voids all student rights under this policy. 
 
Assistance for Student Needs Related to Disability 
If you have a disability as described by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973, Section 504, you may be eligible to receive accommodations to assist in programmatic and physical 
accessibility. Disability Services, a unit of the GCSU Office of Institutional Equity and Diversity, can assist you 
in formulating a reasonable accommodation plan and in providing support in developing appropriate 
accommodations to ensure equal access to all GCSU programs and  
facilities. Course requirements will not be waived, but accommodations may assist you in meeting the 
requirements. For documentation requirements and for additional information, we recommend that you contact 
Disability Services located in Maxwell Student Union at 478-445-5931 or 478-445-4233. 
 
Student Opinion Surveys Statement 
Given the technological sophistication of Georgia College students, the student opinion survey is being 
delivered through an online process. Your constructive feedback plays an indispensable role in shaping quality 
education at Georgia College. All responses are completely confidential and your name is not stored with your 
responses in any way. In addition, instructors will not see any results of the opinion survey until after final 
grades are submitted to the University. An invitation to complete the online opinion survey is distributed to 
students near the end of the semester. Your participation in this very important process is greatly appreciated. 
 
Academic Honesty 
The integrity of students and their written and oral work is a critical component of the academic process.  The 
submission of another’s work as one’s own is plagiarism and will be dealt with using the procedures outlined in 
the GC Catalog.  Remember that allowing another student to copy one’s own work violates standards of 
academic integrity.  
 
Fire Drills 
Fire drills will be conducted annually. In the event of a fire alarm, students will exit the building in a quick and 
orderly manner through the nearest exit. Know all exit locations in the building.  If you encounter heavy smoke, 



 

 

crawl on the floor so as to gain fresh air. Assist disabled persons and others if possible without endangering 
your own life. Assemble for a head count on the front steps of Russell Auditorium. 

Weekly Schedule 
Theatrical History 1 

TENTATIVE/ SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
Assigned readings and response papers are to be completed for the date listed 

(All page numbers (pgs) are from Brockett) 
 

Week 1 
M, Jan 13th : Welcome/ Syllabus 
W, Jan 15th:  Ch. 12  pgs 278-286 
F, Jan 17th:  Ch. 12 pgs 286-297 
 

Week 2  
M, Jan 20th:  (NO CLASS- MLK DAY) 
*W, Jan 22nd:  Woyzech, by Georg Buchner 
  Response Paper 1 Due 
F, Jan 24th:  Ch 12 pgs 302-321 
 

Week 3 
*M, Jan 27th:   Final Project Topic Due  
W, Jan 29th:  Ch. 14 pgs 324-337 
F, Jan 31st:  Ch. 14 337-347 
 

Week 4 
M, Feb 3rd:       Ch. 15 pgs 349-355  
W, Feb 5th:  Ch. 15 pgs 357-362  
F, Feb 7th: Ch. 15 362-367 
 

Week 5 
*M, Feb 10th: Working Bibliography Due   
W, Feb 12th:  Ch. 16 pgs 369-375  
F, Feb 14th:  Ch 16. Pgs 375-383 
 

Week 6 
M, Feb 17th:  Ch. 17 pgs 390-395  
W, Feb 19th:  Ch. 17 pgs 395-402 
F, Feb 21st:  Ch. 17 pgs 402-405  
 

Week 7 
M, Feb 24th:     Ch. 17 pgs 405-407 
*W, Feb 26th:  Ubu Roi by Alfred Jarry 
  Response Paper 2 Due 
F, Feb 28th:  No reading due:  Ubu Roi discussion cont. 
 

Week 8 



 

 

*M, Mar 3rd:  Annotated Bibliography and Abstract Due (moved/ talk Ubu) 
W, Mar 5th:  Ch. 18 pgs 409-414 
F, Mar 7th:  Ch. 18 pgs 414-419 

Week 9 
M, Mar 10th:   Ch. 18 pgs 419-423 Annotated Bibliography and Abstract Due 
W, Mar 12th:  Ch. 18 pgs 423-428  
F, Mar 14th:  Ch. 18 pgs 429-432 
 

Week 10 
M, Mar 17th:  (NO CLASS- Spring Break) 
W, Mar 19th:  (NO CLASS- Spring Break)  
F, Mar 21st:  (NO CLASS- Spring Break)  
 

Week 11 
*M, Mar 24th:  Six Characters in Search of an Author by Luigi Pirandello 
  Response Paper 3 due 
W, Mar 26th:  TBD 
F, Mar 28th:  NO CLASS/ work day 
 

Week 12 
*M, Mar 31st:  3 Printed Copies of Rough Draft Due  
W, Apr 2nd:  Ch. 19 pgs 434-439  
F, Apr 4th”:  Ch. 19 pgs 439-447  
 

Week 13 
M, Apr 7th:  Ch. 20 pgs 452-459  
W, Apr 9th:  Ch. 20 pgs 460-466 
F, Apr 11th:  Ch. 20 pgs 468-470 
 

Week 14 
*M, Apr 14th:  The Maids by Jean Genet  
  Response Paper 4 Due 
W, Apr 16th:  Ch. 21 pgs 474-479 
F, Apr 18th:  Ch. 21 pgs 479-486  
 

Week 15 
*M, Apr 21st: 3 Printed Copies of 2nd Rough Draft Due   
W, Apr 23rd:   Ch. 22 pgs 491-497  
F, Apr 25th:  Ch 22 pgs 497-504  
 

Week 16 
M, Apr 28th: Ch. 25 pgs 568-575  
W, Apr 30th:  Ch. 25 pgs 578-585 
F, May 2nd: Ch 25 pgs 600-601  
 

Week 17 
*M, May 5th:   Song of Death by Tawfiq Al-Hakim 



 

 

  Response Paper 5 Due  
 
 
F, May 9th: FINAL PROJECT PRESENTATIONS/ FINAL PAPERS DUE (10:30am-12:45pm) 

 
 
 

Theatre History 1 Final Project – 200 pts 
 
OPTION 1: SCHOLARLY PAPER  
 
This option will consist of a 8-12 page paper which focuses on a particular theatre artist (i.e. Harold Pinter, 
Alfred Jarry), group or movement (i.e. Moscow Art Theatre, Absurdism, Independent Theatre Movement)., or a 
topic of your own approved by the professor. The paper will be an examination of at least one significant work 
(that has not been read in class) or production that will contextualize the work in a framework which includes 
other significant social, economical, political, artistic and theoretical factors. You must site your sources (min 5 
in print sources; 10 sources total min.)  
 
You paper must include: 
Introductory Paragraph- Introduce and engage your reader’s interest by setting out the topic that your paper is 
trying to address. How do you plan to address it, and why is it worth writing about in the first place? 
 
Background Information Paragraph- Give the reader some basic material about your subject to provide context. 
You may be talking about someone as well known as Shakespeare, but give the reader the dates, location, and 
historical circumstances surrounding the subject. 
 
The “meat” of the paper- The bulk of your paper falls here. This series of paragraphs is what supports your 
introductory paragraph that explains the “why this topic is worth writing about”.  Each point being made should 
occupy at least 2 paragraphs: if there isn’t enough ‘meat’ to write two paragraphs, the point is probably too 
broad, fits into another broader point, or isn’t worth writing about. 
 
Conclusion- This paragraph or two should read like it is a logical end to the essay. Possibly summarize your 
main points, or come to a defining conclusion about the topic as a whole.  
 
- Use MLA format for citations and bibliography.  You must site your sources (min 10) 
          There are copies of MLA format guides and books available in the library 
          (Another great resource:    http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/11/   ) 
- Proofread. Then Proofread again.  
- Use a staple for your paper.  
             Papers with folded corners, paperclips, and excessive scotch tape corners will not be accepted. 
 
Scholarly Paper is due at our final meeting time: Friday May 9th  (10:30am-12:45pm) 

Theatre History 1 Final Project – 200 pts (cont) 
 
 
THINGS TO DO CHECKLIST: 
 



 

 

1. D2L drop of your proposed topic by 10am Monday January 27th  
2. D2L drop of your working bibliography by 10am Monday February 10th  
3. D2L drop of your annotated bibliography and abstract by 10am Monday March 3rd  
4. Bring 3 printed copies of your first rough draft to class on Monday March 31st  
5. Bring 3 printed copies of your second rough draft to class on Monday April 21st  
 
Hand in your final paper (in print) on the last day of class (Friday May 9th) 
 On our final day, you will also be responsible for a 2-3 minute presentation about the paper you  have 
written- a short summary to let the class in on the research you have been doing! 
 
 
OPTION 2: CREATIVE PROJECT 
 
The creative project option can be almost anything. Is there a costume piece that you want to build? A 
mechanical scenic element you want to model?  Bring a historical character to life with a monologue, or 
original biographical drama? Find something in the readings that you connect with, and go with it! You are 
expected to present your creative project at the end of the semester (Time sensitive work must be limited to a 
max of 15 minutes). 
 
The creative project may be in any area of theatre (scenery, costumes, performance, etc) but must address the 
time and period covered this semester. This option will consist of a 4-7 page paper that records the research 
necessary to prepare and present the creative project.   You must site your sources (min. of 6).  You must have 
your creative topic approved by the professor.  
 
You paper must include: 
Introductory Paragraph- What is your project, and why did you choose it? Why is it something others will find 
interesting? 
 
The “meat” of your paper- What research did you do to complete your project? What were the topics you 
needed to know more about before you began? When you were mid-process? When you were concluding your 
project? 
 
Conclusion- In what directions did your research lead you? Is your final project exactly as you planned, or did 
your direction change through research and exploration? What would you like your audience to take from 
experiencing/ viewing/ exploring your project? 
 
- Use MLA format for citations and bibliography.  You must site your sources (min 6) 
         There are copies of MLA format guides and books available in the library 
         (Another great resource:    http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/11/   ) 
- Proofread. Then Proofread again.  
- Use a staple for your paper.  
          Papers with folded corners, paperclips, and excessive scotch tape corners will not be accepted. 
 
 
Creative Project with paper is due at our final meeting time: Friday May 9th (10:30am-12:45pm) 
 
 
THINGS TO DO CHECKLIST: 
 



 

 

1. D2L drop of your proposed topic by 10am Monday January 27th  
2. D2L drop of your working bibliography by 10am Monday February 10th  
3. D2L drop of your annotated bibliography and abstract by 10am Monday March 3rd  
4. Bring 3 printed copies of your first rough draft to class on Monday March 31st  
5. Bring 3 printed copies of your second rough draft to class on Monday April 21st  
 
 
Hand in your final paper (in print) on the last day of class (Friday May 9th) 
 On our final day, you will also be presenting your final project to the class. Please be prepared to 
 talk through your process, your research, and your final product. 


