
 

 

Theatre History 1 
Course # THEA 3100; Fall 2013 

M, W, F, 10am – 10:50am, Atkinson Hall 105 
~TENTATIVE COURSE SYLLABUS~ 

Instructor: Frani Geiger 
Phone: (203) 912-8784 

Email: Frani.geiger@gcsu.edu 
Office: Campus Black Box, Rm 116 

Office Hours: Friday 1pm-4pm 
Course Description: 
This course is a survey of theatre history from its origins through the seventeenth century, with an emphasis on 
how theatre has reflected the changing cultures of each era. Students will learn to participate in scholarly 
conversation about historically significant drama, and will be required to complete a final project displaying 
their mastery of a chosen topic relating to the course.  
 
Objectives: 
Students completing this course will have the ability to identify connections between concepts both within a 
specific historic period and between different historical periods. They will demonstrate the ability to use 
cultural, international, and historical perspectives in their in analyzing plays. Students will also be able to 
identify historical concepts and practices that are evident in modern theatre. Lastly, students will demonstrate 
synthesis and integrative skills in formulating positions in their writing, speaking, and presentation skills. 
(Outcomes 5,7 and 9) 
 
Textbook/ Course Materials: 
History of the Theatre, 10th Edition by Oscar G Brockett and Franklin J Hildy 
 
Medea by Euripedes (any translation, public domain) 
 
Othello by Shakespeare (any translation, public domain) 
 
Tartuffe by Moliere (any translation, public domain) 
 
Students will also be responsible for the following “tools of the trade”: 
  Pencils and pens 
  A notebook/ binder with paper (place for taking and keeping notes) 
  A reliable way to type and print material/assignments 
 
Attendance Policy: 
If you are absent for more than 8 classes, you cannot pass this class. Absences include sickness, doctors’ 
appointments, and ‘just feel like skipping’. Any and all absences will be taken into account for your final grade. 
The bulk of the grade for this course will be based on attendance and effort.  Successful completion of the 
assignments is required for a passing grade in this course.   
Attendance/ participation counts for 35% of your grade.  
 
Assignments: 
Readings- 



 

 

 In addition to readings from the Brocket text, you are expected to have read carefully, by the date listed 
on the syllabus, a selection of plays from the period covered this semester. These selections are all available at 
the Library on campus, and online in the public domain. Feel free to find and use your own copies or editions of 
the plays.  
Response Papers- 
  For each of the three plays we will be reading this semester (Medea, Othello, and Tartuffe), you are 
responsible for writing a 2-4 page response paper. This paper must include your initial thoughts and connections 
made to the related course readings in Brockett.  
Completion of assignments count for 20% of your grade 
 
Quizzes: 
There will be up to 15 small pop quizzes during the semester: short simple questions that relate to the work we 
have done.  
QUIZZES CAN NOT BE MADE UP IF MISSED. 
Quizzes count for 10% of your grade. 
 
Final Project: 
Final Project topics, bibliography, drafts- 
 During the semester, you are required to hand in portions of your final project as you begin to explore, 
research, and narrow in your topics. An explanation of what is expected for each stage can be found at the end 
of the syllabus. 
Completion of final project semester work counts for 15% of your grade 
 
FINAL PROJECT OPTIONS: 
Scholarly Paper- 
 This option will consist of a 6-10 page paper which focuses on a particular theatre artist (i.e. Sophocles, 
Horace) or group (i.e. The King’s Men, The University Wits). The paper will be an examination of at least one 
significant work (that has not been read in class) or production that will contextualize the work in a framework 
which includes other significant social, economical, political, artistic and theoretical factors. You must site your 
sources (min 8). You must have your paper topic approved by the professor. 
Creative Project- 
 This option will consist of a 3-5 page paper that records the research necessary to prepare and present 
the creative project.  The creative project may be in any area of theatre (scenery, costumes, performance, etc) 
but must address the time and period covered this semester. You must site your sources (min. of 6).  You must 
have your creative topic approved by the professor.  
An explanation of what is expected for each project can be found at the end of this syllabus. 
Final Project Paper and/or Creative Project counts for 20% of your grade 
  
Grading: 
Attendance/ participation: 35% 
Completion of assignments: 20%  
Final Project: 20% 
Final Project semester work: 15% 
Quizzes: 10%  
 
Schedule: 
Our schedule is subject to change, but a brief summary of what’s ahead: 
 August:  The Origins of Theatre 
   Theatre and Drama in Ancient Greece 



 

 

   Hellenistic, Roman, and Byzantine Theatre 
 September: European Theatre in the Middle Ages 
   English Theatre to 1642 
   Spanish Theatre to 1700 
 October: Italian Theatre to 1700 
   French Theatre to 1700 
 November: English Theatre to 1800 
 December Italy and France to 1800 
 
 
 
 
NOTES: 
Religious Observance Policy 
Students are permitted to miss class in observance of religious holidays and other activities observed by a 
religious group of which the student is a member without academic penalty. Exercising of one’s rights under 
this policy is subject to the GC Honor Code. Students who miss class in observance of a religious holiday or 
event are required to make up the coursework missed as a result from the absence. The nature of the make-up 
assignments and the deadline for completion of such assignments are at the sole discretion of the instructor. 
Failure to follow the prescribed procedures voids all student rights under this policy. 
 
Assistance for Student Needs Related to Disability 
If you have a disability as described by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973, Section 504, you may be eligible to receive accommodations to assist in programmatic and physical 
accessibility. Disability Services, a unit of the GCSU Office of Institutional Equity and Diversity, can assist you 
in formulating a reasonable accommodation plan and in providing support in developing appropriate 
accommodations to ensure equal access to all GCSU programs and  
facilities. Course requirements will not be waived, but accommodations may assist you in meeting the 
requirements. For documentation requirements and for additional information, we recommend that you contact 
Disability Services located in Maxwell Student Union at 478-445-5931 or 478-445-4233. 
 
Student Opinion Surveys Statement 
Given the technological sophistication of Georgia College students, the student opinion survey is being 
delivered through an online process. Your constructive feedback plays an indispensable role in shaping quality 
education at Georgia College. All responses are completely confidential and your name is not stored with your 
responses in any way. In addition, instructors will not see any results of the opinion survey until after final 
grades are submitted to the University. An invitation to complete the online opinion survey is distributed to 
students near the end of the semester. Your participation in this very important process is greatly appreciated. 
 
Academic Honesty 
The integrity of students and their written and oral work is a critical component of the academic process.  The 
submission of another’s work as one’s own is plagiarism and will be dealt with using the procedures outlined in 
the GC Catalog.  Remember that allowing another student to copy one’s own work violates standards of 
academic integrity.  
 
Fire Drills 
Fire drills will be conducted annually. In the event of a fire alarm, students will exit the building in a quick and 
orderly manner through the nearest exit. Know all 3 exit locations in the shop.  If you encounter heavy smoke, 
crawl on the floor so as to gain fresh air. Assist disabled persons and others if possible without endangering 
your own life. Assemble for a head count in the loading dock of the shop. 



 

 

 
 

Weekly Schedule 
Theatrical History 1 

TENTATIVE/ SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
Assigned readings and response papers are to be completed for the date listed 

(All page numbers (pgs) are from Brockett) 
 
 

Week 1: Origins of Theatre and Ancient Greece 
M, Aug 19th: Introductions and Syllabus 
W, Aug 21st:  The Origins of Theatre; Chapter 1 (pgs  1-9)   
F, Aug 23rd: Theatre and Drama in Ancient Greece – Costumes and Masks; Chapter 2 (pgs 11-24)  
 

Week 2: Ancient Greece and Roman Theatre 
M, Aug 26th:  Stages and Staging – Athenian Theatre after the 5th Century; Chapter 2 (pgs 24-30)  
  Medea (Euripides) 
W, Aug 28th:  RESPONSE PAPER DUE for MEDEA 
F, Aug 30th: The Roman Theatre – Drama under the Roman Empire; Chapter 3 (pgs 40-47)  
 

Week 3: Roman Theatre and Byzantine Theatre 
M, Sept 2nd:  Production Arrangements – Other Structures for Entertainers; Chapter 3 (pgs 48- 60)  
W, Sept 4th: The Decline of the Theatre… - The Rise of Islam; Chapter 3 (pgs 60- 67)  
F, Sept 6th: No reading due 
 

Week 4: European Theatre in the Middle Ages 
M, Sept 9th: The Theatre, 500-900CE – The Vernacular Religious Drama; Chapter 4 (pgs 71-81)  
W, Sept 11th: Production Arrangements – Scenery; Chapter 4 (pgs 81 – 90)   
F, Sept 13th: Special Effects and Scenery – The End of Medieval Drama; Chapter 4 (pgs 90- 101)   
 

Week 5: English Theatre and Shakespeare 
M, Sept 16th: English Theatre to 1642 – Theatrical Conditions ; Chapter 5 (pgs 105- 116)  
W, Sept 18th: The Public Theatres – The Private Theatres; Chapter 5 (pgs 116-126)  
F, Sept 20th: FINAL PROJECT TOPICS DUE 
 

Week 6: Shakespeare  and English Theatre to 1642 
M, Sept 23rd: Othello (Shakespeare) 
W, Sept 25th: RESPONSE PAPER DUE for OTHELLO 
F, Sept 27th: Scenery, Props… - The Italian Ideal in England; Chapter 5 (pgs 126-133; pg 135)  
 

Week 7: Spanish Theatre to 1700 
M, Sept 30th:  The Theatre of Spain… - Calderón and his Contemporaries; Chapter 6 (pgs 136-142)  
W, Oct 2nd: Acting Companies – Court Entertainments ; Chapter 6 (pgs 142-151)  
F, Oct 4th: Final Project discussions 
 

Week 8: Italian Theatre to 1700 
M, Oct 7th: Italian Theatre – Development of New Scenic Practices; Chapter 7 (pgs 154-165)  
W, Oct 9th: Development of Theatre Architecture – Stage Lighting; Chapter 7 (pgs 165-172)   
F, Oct 11th: NO CLASS 



 

 

 
Week 9: Italian Theatre to 1700 cont. 

M, Oct 14th:  NO CLASS/ fall break 
W, Oct 16th: Commedia Dell’Arte – The Decline of Theatre in Italian States; Chapter 7 (pgs 172-176)  
F, Oct 18th: ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY/ ABSTRACT DUE 
 

Week 10: French Theatre to 1700 
M, Oct 21st: French Theatre – Italian Scenic Conventions…; Chapter 8 (pgs 179-189)  
W, Oct 23rd: French Court Theatre – Organization of French Acting Companies; Chapter 8 (pgs 189-197)  
F, Oct 25th: Theatre Architecture and Scenic Practices- Close of 17th C; Chapter 8 (pgs 197-198)  
 

Week 11: French Theatre to 1700 cont. 
M, Oct 28th: Tartuffe (Moliere) 
W, Oct 30th: Final Project discussion 
F, Nov 1st: NO CLASS 
 

Week 12: Moliere 
M, Nov 4th: RESPONSE PAPER DUE for TARTUFFE 
W, Nov 6th: No reading due: in-class film: “Moliere” 
F, Nov 8th: No reading due: in-class film: “Moliere” 
 

Week 13: Moliere and  17th C English Drama 
M, Nov 11th: No reading due: in-class film: “Moliere” 
W, Nov 13th: English Theatre – Governmental Regulation of Theatre; Chapter 9 (pgs 201- 211)  
F, Nov 15th: English Drama – Costume Practices; Chapter 9 (pgs 211-219)  
 

Week 14: English Theatre to 1800 
M, Nov 18th: Actors and Acting – The Provincial Theatre; Chapter 9 (pgs 219-224)  
W, Nov 20th: No reading due 
F, Nov 22: ROUGH DRAFT OF FINAL PAPER/ PROJECT DUE 
 

Week 15: Italian Drama of the 18th C 
M, Nov 25th: Italy and France – Evolution of Italian Scenic Design; Chapter 10 (pgs 229-233)  
W, Nov 27th:  No class- happy thanksgiving! 
F, Nov 29th:  No class- happy happy thanksgiving! 
 

Week 16: Italy and France to 1800 
M, Dec 2nd: Italian Drama of 18th C – Parisian Acting Troupes; Chapter 10 (pgs 233-244)  
W, Dec 4th: No reading due 
F, Dec 6th: Actors and Acting – Scenic Practices; Chapter 10 (pgs 244-250)  
 

Week 17: Wrap up 
M, Dec 9th:  Last day summary/ wrap up 
 
 
W, Dec 11th: FINAL PROJECT PRESENTATIONS/ FINAL PAPERS DUE (10:30am-12:45pm) 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 
Theatre History 1 Final Project – 200 pts 

 
 
OPTION 1: SCHOLARLY PAPER  
 
 
This option will consist of a 6-10 page paper that focuses on a particular theatre artist (i.e. Sophocles, Horace) 
or group (i.e. The King’s Men, The University Wits). The paper will be an examination of at least one 
significant work (that has not been read in class) or production that will contextualize the work in a framework 
which includes other significant social, economical, political, artistic and theoretical factors.  
 
 
You paper must include: 
Introductory Paragraph- Introduce and engage your reader’s interest by setting out the topic the yor paper is 
trying to address. How do you plan to address it, and why is it worth writing about in the first place? 
 
Background information paragraph- Give the reader some basic material about your subject to provide context. 
You may be talking about someone as well known as Shakespeare, but give the reader the dates, location, and 
historical circumstances surrounding the subject. 
 
The “meat” of the paper- The bulk of your paper falls here. This series of paragraphs are what support your 
introductory paragraph that explains the “why this topic is worth writing about”.  Each point being made should 
occupy at least 2 paragraphs: if there isn’t enough ‘meat’ to write two paragraphs about it the point is probably 
too broad, fits into another broader point, or isn’t worth writing about. 
 
Conclusion- This paragraph, or two, should read like it is a logical end to the essay. Possibly summarize your 
main points, or come to a defining conclusion about the topic as a whole.  
 
 
THINGS TO DO: 
 
- Hand in your proposed topic on Sept. 20th. It must be approved by your professor on October 4th. 
 
- Hand in you annotated bibliography and abstract on October 18th 
 
- Bring 3 copies of your rough draft to class on November 22nd.  
 
- Use MLA format for citations and bibliography.  You must site your sources (min 8) 
There are copies of MLA format guides and books available in the library 
(Another great resource:    http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/11/   ) 
 
- Proofread. Then Proofread again.  
 
- Use a staple for your paper.  
             Papers with folded corners, paperclips, and excessive scotch tape corners will not be accepted. 



 

 

 
 
Scholarly Paper is due at our final meeting time: Wednesday December 11th (10:30am-12:45pm) 

Theatre History 1 Final Project – 200 pts (cont) 
 
 
 
OPTION 2: CREATIVE PROJECT 
 
 
This option will consist of a 3-5 page paper that records the research necessary to prepare the creative project.  
The creative project may be in any area of theatre (scenery, costumes, performance, etc) but must address the 
time and period covered this semester. You must site your sources (min. of 6).   
 
The creative project option can be almost anything. Is there a costume piece that you want to build? A 
mechanical scenic element you want to model?  Bring a historical character to life with a monologue, or 
original biographical drama. The only guiding rule is that you must present your final project, and the 
presentation can be no longer than 10 minutes. Find something in the readings that you connect with, and go 
with it! 
 
You paper must include: 
Introductory Paragraph- What is your project, and why did you choose it? Why is it something others will find 
interesting? 
 
The “meat” of your paper- What research did you do to complete your project? What were the topics you 
needed to know more about before you began? When you were mid-process? When you were concluding your 
project? 
 
Conclusion- In what directions did your research lead you? Is your final project exactly as you planned, or did 
your direction change through research and exploration? What would you like your audience to take from 
experiencing/ viewing/ exploring your project? 
 
 
THINGS TO DO: 
 
- Hand in your proposed topic on Sept. 20th. It must be approved by your professor on October 4th. 
 
- Hand in you annotated bibliography and abstract on October 18th 
 
- Bring 3 copies of your rough draft to class on November 22nd.  
 
- Use MLA format for citations and bibliography.  You must site your sources (min 6) 
There are copies of MLA format guides and books available in the library 
(Another great resource:    http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/11/   ) 
 
- Proofread. Then Proofread again.  
 
- Use a staple for your paper.  
             Papers with folded corners, paperclips, and excessive scotch tape corners will not be accepted. 



 

 

 
 
Creative Project with paper is due at our final meeting time: Wednesday December 11th (10:30am-
12:45pm) 


